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favor of a system of specific duties, to the surprise of Senators Hunter
and Bigler who had not expected such a proposal. Secretary Cobb dis-
agreed publicly, recommending in his annual report the retention of
the ad valorem system with an increase in the percentages in certain
of the schedules. This was only a friendly difference which did not
disturb the close relationship between the President and the Secretary
of the Treasury, but it was heralded abroad as evidence of party dis-
organization. It was generally understood that most of the cabinet was
with Cobb, and he was quoted far and wide as saying that "Old Buck
is opposing the Administration!"
The Pennsylvanians began their fight on the opening day, that
December of 1858. Dewart, the defeated member from one of the coal
districts, moved to suspend the rules so as to instruct the ways and
means committee to report a bill increasing the duties on coal and iron.
This motion failed because it lacked the required two-thirds vote; but
it commanded a majority made up of Republicans, Americans, and
Democrats, including ten of the Pennsylvania group. Various tariff
bills were immediately introduced by Republicans and Democrats in
both houses. On New Year's the ironmasters of Pennsylvania met in
Philadelphia to organize a pressure group and were addressed by ex-
Senator Cooper in "secret convention." Soon Congress began to feel
their influence.7
While occasional references were made to the question in debate in
both houses, the committee on ways and means wrestled with the prob-
lem behind closed doors. Before it were a bill which its chairman, Phelps
of Missouri, had written in consultation with Cobb, a second bill spon-
sored by Phillips of Pennsylvania which had the support of all the
Democratic members from that state, and a third by Justin S. Morrill of
Vermont, the ranking Republican on the committee, destined to write
many such bills in the future. Phelps's bill was an increase in the tariff
of 1857, Phillips's was a return to something similar to the rates of 1846,
including a large list of specific duties, notably on iron. MorrilPs pro-
posal was a regular protectionist document, prophetic of many to come.
By the end of January it was apparent that the committee was hope-
lessly divided; yet revenue was still short, and the end of the session
was approaching. The Pennsylvania tariff men were tired of inaction